Uranium mining in Germany: incidence of occupational diseases 1946-1999.
In East Germany, uranium mining was performed on a large scale for approximately 45 years (1946-1990). In particular, the poor working conditions during the post-war years until 1955 led to a high level of occupational diseases. The present study gives an overview of the occurrence of occupational diseases during the mining period as well as after uranium mining was stopped in 1990. The number of occupational diseases which occurred during the mining period was calculated from the files of the former Wismut SDAG. Although exposure to uranium ceased after 1990, new cases of occupational diseases were recognized after that date. These were recorded by the German Federation Of Institutions For Statutory Accident Insurance And Prevention (HVBG). Today, more than 35,000 cases of occupational diseases are known, and many more are expected. About two-thirds of them are lung diseases: 16,376 cases of silicosis/silicotuberculosis and 7,695 cases of bronchial carcinomas. The increase in the number of recognized occupational diseases is shown and discussed against the background of changes in criteria for recognition and in working conditions as well as the duration of the latency period.